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RESUME

La Concession frangaise n’a représenté qu’une petite partie du territoire de Shanghai. Bien que
les ressemblances avec Paris aient été limitées, la ville chinoise s’est pourtant fait connaitre
comme le « Paris de 'Extréme-Orient ». Cette identification a la capitale frangaise s’explique par
la présence de divertissements et de richesses francaises, alors que le potentiel économique et
politique de la ville demeurait quant a lui encadré par des établissements internationaux. La
présence d’un certain esthétisme francais favorisant I’établissement et le divertissement n’a sans
doute pas eu la méme importance que la mainmise frangaise dans le domaine des affaires et dans
I’exercice du pouvoir politique. Dans la sphére culturelle toutefois, et tout particuliérement en
éducation, I’influence frangaise est indéniable.

Les recherches visant 2 comprendre ce qui a conduit Shanghai & étre considérée comme le « Paris
de I'Extréme-Orient »; la représentation qu’avaient les résidents francais d’eux-mémes et de leur
role; puis de quelle facon ces identités francaises se sont manifestées dans la période de transition
de 1900-1912, ouvrent de nouvelles perspectives sur I'impérialisme frangais outre-mer du début
du vingtiéme siécle. L’analyse de : 1) la fagade francaise — les mythes et les réalités du Shanghai
francais; 2) I’identité d’expatriés — la composition et les buts des résidents frangais de la
Concession; 3) le fardeau du Frangais — I’impact de la « mission civilisatrice » frangaise a
Shanghai, permet d’illustrer 2 la fois les relations avec la France, I’existence d’une communauté
internationale 2 Shanghai et la perspective frangaise des populations indigénes chinoises.

ABSTRACT

While the French Concession made up only a small part of the area of Shanghai, most of which
did not resemble Paris, the Chinese city came to be known as the “Paris of the East”. Justifying
the identification with the French capital was the presence of French amenities and luxuries; yet,
the economic and political power in Shanghai rested within the borders of the International
Settlement. The fagade of a French aesthetic to the French Concession that made it desirable for
residence and leisure, did not equate to French pre-eminence in business or the exercise of
political power; but in the cultural sphere, particularly in education, the French did make an
impact.

The investigation of how Shanghai came to be carry the “Paris of the East” moniker; the self-
conception and role of the French residents in Shanghai; and how these French identities were
manifest in Shanghai in the transitional 1900-1912 period offers a new perspective on French
overseas imperialism in the early twentieth century. The three phase analysis of: 1) the French
facade — the 'myths and realities' of French Shanghai; 2) Expatriate Identity — the composition
and goals of the French residents of the concession; and 3) the Frenchman’s Burden — the impact
of the French mission civilisatrice in Shanghai, illustrates the relationships with France, the
international community of Shanghai and the indigenous Chinese population for a French
perspective.



INTRODUCTION
1. Historical Context

Before 1830 China was completely closed, except for a small trading post in Guangzhou'
(Canton). European imperial expansion in the early nineteenth century increased interest in China
as a market and source of trade materials. The rulers of the Qing Dynasty resisted, but China
would be opened by force. The British negotiated for five cities to be opened for trade following
their victory over China in the First Opium War (1839-1842).2 The French took advantage of the
weakness of the Chinese Empire, concluding their own treaty in 1844, establishing a French
administrative zone in the city of Shanghai. This territory was expanded and authority extended
to create the French Concession on 6 April 1849.

In China, each foreign Consul had the power to deal directly with Chinese administrators.
The French envoy, Théodore de Lagrené, negotiated the treaty, and a member of the delegation
was made the first French consul-general of the treaty port. The French Concession developed
quickly. By 1850 trade volume had already surpassed Guangzhou. Four years later daily
operations of the foreign Concessions were being jointly administered by a council of ratepayers,
responsible for roads, streetlights, police force and infrastructure. The French Concession
established a Municipal Council in 1862, though all decisions remained subject to the approval of
the consul. The next year the International Settlement was created by the combination of the
British and American Concessions; the French negotiated but declined to join, fearing their
political, economic and social interests would be subjugated by the larger English population.

Some familiar applications of French colonial policy were also evident in the Concession.

There was a desire to “civilise” the local population, and to assimilate, at least a business elite.

' All Chinese words are Romanised using the pinyin system, except those appearing in titles or quotations. . A table of common
Romanisations appears in Appendix.
2 The open port cities were Shanghai, Guangzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou and Ningbo



The French language and Catholicism were an integral part of the process. The economic
presence was the original raison d'étre in seeking the Concession. Port Concessions were
designed to dominate their regional economy and Shanghai had succeeded in this by 1900. It
became a form of economic imperialism in lieu of full-colonisation, and included the installation
of French financial institutions. The French held confidence that, eventually, the “backward”
Chinese merchants would emulate their system. This situation created direct competition with the
other colonial powers,3 who were working from the same premise.

The cultural impact, for France, was more significant than the economic one. Concerted
efforts were made so that French would be the second language of the city. Also on the cultural
front, France was the leading proponent of Catholicism in Shanghai, establishing a religious
protectorate over all Catholics in China (regardless of nationality). In addition to Treaty Port
trading rights, de Lagrené negotiated for the practice of Christianity in China, forcing the repeal
of an anti-Christian imperial edict from 1724. The French presence notably included the Jesuit
Centre at Xujiahui, which helped to administer policy and augment the spread of French values.
At the commencement of the study period, the Concession had been in existence for fifty years,
and had established business, infrastructure and culture. But none of these were ever static and
the period 1900-1912 provided significant disruption to old orders and a repositioning of French
interest to suit the new reality of the geo-political dynamic between the International Settlement
to the north and the Chinese populations within and without.

2. Research Objectives

Shanghai has had many nicknames over the years, including “the Pearl of the Orient” and

“the Whore of Asia,” but the best known is “the Paris of the East.” This last name was conferred

for numerous reasons — tree-lined boulevards, impressive architecture along the riverfront, high-

* Notably Britain, the United States, Germany, Russia and, later, Japan.



fashion and culture, and a reputation for decadence, all reminiscent of the French capital.
Certainly, the presence of the French Concession contributed to giving Shanghai the image of
Paris transplanted to China.

The period 1900-1912 is significant for numerous developments in China, starting with the
Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901). More significantly, the period closes with the Xinhai Revolution
(1911-1912), which brought centuries of Chinese imperial rule to an end with the establishment
of the Chinese Republic. During this period the tensions between the European powers were
increasing in Europe and in overseas interests, such as Shanghai.

The international communities of Shanghai, perhaps due to the geographical distance from
the home country, developed a particular mode of interaction and self-conception. The French
contribution to this lifestyle augmented the “Paris of the East” reputation.

To analyse the French content of the “Paris of the East” three key themes emerge as
particularly revelatory: (1) the physical development of a French community through
infrastructure, aesthetics, institutions and the apparatus of European living; (2) the lifestyle of the
French population, from societal organisation and integration to maintaining cultural norms,
filtered through the dynamic relationship with the rest of the international community of
Shanghai; and (3) the ‘sharing’ of French values and identity with the Chinese population of the
French Concession through the implementation of the mission civilisatrice.

The ever-changing political, social and cultural dynamics greatly influenced the
development of an identity unique to the French Concession in the first dozen years of the
twentieth century. These three themes illustrate the French perspective on the environment and
conditions in which this mode of being French originated, how it was made manifest by the
residents of the Concession, and what impact the practice of this identity had on the co-habitants

of Shanghai.



3. Thesis and Hypotheses

How did Shanghai come to be known as the Paris of the East; what was the self-conception
and role of the French in Shanghai; and how did the French mission civilisatrice impact the
situation in Shanghai during the transitional 1900-1912 period?

I) Shanghai gained and kept its reputation as a French metropolis despite a lack of real
French influence. The origin and purpose of the French Concession, the realities of the living
environment in French Shanghai, such as aesthetics, the economy and institutions; and the power
dynamics of the broader city show the rationale, but question the legitimacy of recognising
Shanghai as the “Paris of the East.”

IT) The development of the French identity unique to Shanghai was modified and solidified
in the 1900 to 1912 period. The administrative and social structures implemented from the
earliest days of the community meant a French citizen had the opportunity to be “French” in
Shanghai. Despite considerable overlap with the other foreign communities, aspects of French
life remained present; though, ultimately long-term residents came to see themselves as both
French and members of the International Community of Shanghai simultaneously.

I} From the late nineteenth-century French colonial enterprise had been closely tied to the
mission civilisatrice as a matter of execution and public relations. This mission was tangible for
the French of Shanghai. The implementation of the French school system and particularly the
foundation of the Université Aurore allowed for a proselytism of Shanghai’s French culture and
identity.

In establishing an understanding of the physical and cultural foundation and development of
the French identity manifest and proffered in Shanghai it may be possible to evaluate whether the
Concession was “French” as an adjective of character or merely of ownership,

4. Methodology and Sources



Conducting this study predominantly through the analysis of French primary source
materials, no single source can be found that contains complete information on the development
of French identity in the French Concession at Shanghai. Thus, numerous and varied primary
sources have been consulted, including diplomatic correspondence, documentation from
Shanghai-based interests, articles from the Concession, periodicals concerned with colonial
issues, university calendars and Jesuit journals. The testimonials of notable individuals associated
with the French community of Shanghai offer an inside perspective on the life and concerns of
residents of the Concession which cannot be gleaned from diplomatic archives. While gaps exist
in the availability of individual resources, most notably the French-language daily newspaper of
the Concession, L’Echo de Chine is currently only available in French archives; there is ample
information in the sources that are accessible to complete the analysis.

The Treaty of Whampoa describes the original terms and delineation of the French Treaty
ports in China. The administration of the Concession and early establishment of community are
discussed by Henri Cordier.” Finally, French explorer, naturalist and Shanghai Customs Officer,
Albert-Auguste Fauvel® uses an historical narrative to describe the establishment, infrastructure
and administration of the Concession, and details the events in and around the expansion and
development of the Concession in its first fifty years.

The positioning of French interest in the city within a political and socio-cultural context is
partly addressed by Georges-Gaston Servan de Bézaure, who twice served as French consul-

general in Shanghai between 1898 and 1901,” and offers insight into the views of the

* Recueil des traités conclus par la France en Extréme-Orient 1684-1902. Lucien de Reinach, ed., Paris: E. Leroux, 1902.

3 Henri Cordier, Les Origines de deux établissements frangais dans I’ Extréme-Orient, Chang-Hai — Ning-Po, Paris, 1896.

. Albert-Auguste Fauvel, Histoire de la concession francaise de Chang-hai (Chine), Paris: L. de Soye et fils, 1899.

7 Georges-Gaston Servan de Bézaure, La Chine chinoise, Paris: Plon, 1898; and Georges-Gaston Servan de Bézaure, Le pays du
fleuve bleu, Paris: Plon, 1899,



administration toward their hosts. Contributions by Eugéne Bard,® and Edmond Théry,’ add a
traditionally historical and socio-economic look at French relationships with the Chinese, and are
fundamental to completing an understanding of the socio-cultural urban dynamic of the French
Concession.

The chapter on Shanghai in the travelogue of Gaston Pageot'® provides an impression of the
European spirit of Shanghai, with details of the amenities of European life in the Shanghai of
1908. Aspects of lifestyle for French residents are augmented by an occasional article in the
journal La Quinzaine Coloniale."" Alongside political administration, La Revue politique et
parlementaire: questions politiques, sociales et législatives'2 demonstrates aspects of social
organisation in the French-controlled quarter of the city. The Jesuit journal Erudes,'®is a rich
source of articles and opinion pieces on contemporary events. These articles both report the news
of events and pass judgment on the actions taken. Another Jesuit publication, Relations de
Chine'*, is dedicated to the mission in China and is particularly strong in articles on education in
Shanghai.

Several issues of the Programme de ['Université Aurore are consulted for specific
information on the French mission civilisatrice in education.'” These sources demonstrate varying
viewpoints and different approaches to the city in this period. Yet, all of these sources, through
their specific focus and bias, provide characterisations of the essence and structure of the French
community of the French Concession at Shanghai.

Historiography

¥ Eugéne Bard, Les Chinois chez eux, Paris: A. Colin, 1899; Eugéne Bard was président du Conseil d’administration municipale
de la concession francaise de Shanghai from 1897 to 1899.

° Edmond Théry, Le Péril Jaune, Paris: Juven, 1901.

1 Gaston Pageot, A travers les pays jaunes ; suivi d'un itinéraire de croisiére, Paris: Bibliotheque des auteurs modernes, 1909.

" La Quinzaine Coloniale, [s.n.): Paris (1897-1914).

2 La Revue politique et parlementaire: questions politiques, sociales et législatives, Paris: Colin (1894-present).

13 Etudes (par les Peres de la Compagnie de Jésus), Paris: V. Retaux (1897-1940).

" Relations de Chine. Paris, Compagnie de Jesus, (1903-present).

'* Programme de I'Université Aurore. Shanghai, Université Aurore, 1905, 1908 and 1912.
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The secondary sources to cover this topic and period can be divided into three general
subject groups: 1) French Overseas Expansion; 2) the French Concession and Shanghai; and 3)
the French and the Chinese community. Though each category has a vast repertoire of work
focused on it, they will be explored to greater or lesser depth depending on pertinence to the
specific topic of this exercise. The volume of existing studies will contribute greatly in the
synthesis of the topic at hand and will provide viable support to the primary source analysis.
Within the study of France, this unique perspective on government, diplomacy and civilising
mission will contribute to our understanding of the French in Shanghai. By selecting an overseas
possession that is not a colony or protectorate, and which has been underexplored, there is great
opportunity to bring depth and revelation to the study of French imperialism.

The dynamics of political history through the diplomacy involved in the situations that
confronted the French Concession between 1900 and 1912, and how these subsequently affected
the economic and social realities, provides an opportunity to understand the complexities of this
environment. These events had clear impact on the entirety of the foreign community at Shanghai.
Political and diplomatic discussion and negotiation over issues native to Shanghai is pertinent to
the global historiography of the 20" century in the pre-war period. The fact that this research has
yet to be undertaken compromises what is presently understood about French colonialism and
affairs centred in Shanghai.

Sources originating from a variety of themes make up the historiography of this topic.
Within the French historiography, contextual subjects, such as the broad objectives and directives
of colonial policy and the political imperatives of France will be researched. More specific issues
of political, economic and social guidance from France will also be explored. Writings on
colonial policy are particularly plentiful and those pertaining to the far Eastern theatre are of

greatest value for this topic. There have been dramatic shifts in the historiography of this area of
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research over time, to which the current study will also contribute. Historical writings on treaty
port and concession life began to appear in the late nineteenth century. The main topics and
prejudices of these studies have changed over time from an emphasis on the foreign experience to
a focus on the Chinese to a more global view taking both into account.

a. French Overseas Expansion

French and European imperialism, 1900-1912

French and European imperialism, in the period 1900-1912, is central to the nature of the
French presence in the Concession at Shanghai. The work of Winfried Baumgart provides a
strong embarkation point as it provides a survey of imperialism by the two primary players in
Shanghai.'® In this case imperialism is limited to the political notion that it involved the
protracted subjugation of a technically inferior territory by a technically superior one, such as in
the case of a colony. The focus is on the domestic struggle over imperialism in Britain and France,
whether political, ideological or another justification. Baumgart’s use of a multi-causal approach
to imperialism is also useful from a structural standpoint.

This analysis of overseas activity is continued within a French-focused framework by Susan
Bayly.!” She exhaustively explores the conditions of French Empire from the recommencement
of conquest to the resolution of the Algerian Crisis. This offers insight into the policies and
actions that affected the Concession at Shanghai. The various ideologies of French colonialism
have been revealed in the research of Raoul Girardet.'® He stresses that it is important to try to
understand the sense of the colonial adventure, which cannot be reduced to purely economic
imperialism. Girardet talks about the conception of French colonial activity as military, economic,

and educational. He identifies that colonisation was not a mass movement but a series of

'6 Winfried Baumgart, Imperialism: the idea and reality of British and French colonial expansion, 1880-1914. Trans. by the
author and Ben V. Mast. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 1982.

17 Susan Bayly, The French Empire 1830-1962. London: Longman, 2000.

'® Raoul Girardet, L'idée coloniale en France: De 1871 a 1962. Paris: La Table Ronde, 1972.
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scattered initiatives, promoted by particular circles. Girardet contributes to the notion that while
British colonial policy was inspired by the traders and industrialists, French colonial policy was
political and military.

Another recent contribution comes from J.P. Daughton.I9 Daughton takes on the particular
case of republicanism and the church at the high point of colonial expansion. The particulars of
church and state relations, often contentious, in the singular circumstances of overseas territory
are critical to a comprehensive understanding of the French colonial experience. The dynamic of
Catholic missionaries affecting colonial policy is applicable to the story of Shanghai, as it was the
centre for Jesuit activity in all of China. Daughton points out that after years of conflict, the
Catholics and republicans overseas were able to put aside many of their conflicting views by
embracing a common notion of French civilisation that brought both sets of ideals together, with
compromise of core beliefs on both sides. He adds that the Third Republic’s colonial ideology
was not intrinsic to revolutionary republican values but was negotiated between religious and
secular groups. Finally, Daughton confirms that French colonial enterprise had much to do with
creating French identity after 1870. Concluding the look at French imperialism is a series of
articles by C.M. Andrew,” including a collaboration with A.S. Kanya-Forstner,21 which delve
directly into the constructs of the colonialist movement in France. They deal with the
establishment of expansionist ideology in French politics, the lobbying power of the parti
colonial, and the close relationship with business.

Justification of French colonial policy

19 J. P. Daughton, An Empire Divided: Religion, Republicanism, and the Making of French Colonialism, 1880-1914. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006.

20 C. M. Andrew, “The French Colonialist Movement during the Third Republic: The Unofficial Mind of Imperialism” in
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th Ser., Vol. 26, 1976, pp. 143-166; C.M. Andrew, “The French ‘Colonial
Party:’ Its Composition, Aims and Influence, 1885-1914.” in The Historical Journal, Vol. 14, No. , 1971, pp. 99-128.

2l C.M. Andrew and A. S. Kanya-Forstner, “French Business and the French Colonialists” in The Historical Journal, Vol. 19, No.
4 (Dec., 1976), pp. 981-1000.
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Justifying French overseas expansion has long been a favourite topic of historians. Since
the 1960s competing interpretations have struggled to gain ascendancy in the public
consciousness. It was at this time that Henri Brunschwig famously argued that French expansion
was not about economic advantage or protectionism, but rather about nationalism and France’s
self-image. > Asserting that overseas expansion was a form of compensation for the loss of
Alsace-Lorraine, Brunschwig extends the idea beyond territorial acquisition to cultural
propagation, and notes that the policy had broad approval from businessmen, intellectuals and
politicians, stating “Unwitting of the problems and evils they were engendering, they had clear
consciences.””> At about the same time, Jean Ganiage®* brought forward arguments justifying the
traditional view of colonial enterprise, in the face of the re-assessment of the ledger taking place
in the 1960s. Ganiage presents the main steps of the colonial expansion of France, the objectives
and means of action of its supporters. Though largely discredited by later studies, this book holds
an important place in the historiography of French justification for colonialism.

Jacques Marseille adds an important economic perspective to this area of research.” It
should be noted that Marseille is an historian before being an economist, but his analysis of the
profitability of empire is a key factor in the research of the justifications for French imperialism.
In fact, Marseille’s key question is whether the colonial adventure was profitable for France. He
concludes the answer is an overall ‘no’. Among comprehensive studies of the justification for

126

French colonialism, that of Jean Meyer, et al.”” is an important contribution. This work surveys

five centuries of French enterprise, attempting to answer the key questions of motivation with a

2 Henri Brunschwig, French colonialism, 1871-1914: myths and realities. New York: Praeger, 1966.
3
~ Ibid, p. 167
2 Jean Ganiage, L'expansion coloniale de la France sous la Troisiéme République 1871-1914. Paris: Payot, 1968.
3 Jacques Marseille, Empire colonial et capitalisme frangais. Paris: Albin Michel, 1984.
26 Jean Meyer, et al. Histoire de la France coloniale. Paris: Armand Colin, 1990.
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clear and scientific approach. This book takes an approach shaped chronologically and by theme
across the different expertise of the contributors.

b. The French Concession and Shanghai

Establishment of European presence and the French Concession

The European presence in Shanghai began as a direct result of British victory in the First
Opium War (1839-1842). The subsequent treaty port system was the focus of scholarship by John
Fairbank for several decades.”’ These works place emphasis on diplomatic history; particularly
on the negotiations. Fairbank asserts that the signing of the treaties was the pivotal moment in
nineteenth century interaction between China and European imperialists. Further noting that the
shift in power to the treaty port system both allowed for a form of foreign domination and
propped up the weakened Qing Dynasty against internal dissent.”® Fairbank’s work continues to
provide valuable insights into the period irrespective of subsequent work and the meta-historical
conclusions he draws.

The story of Shanghai, and by extension the effect of foreign presence, is taken up by Linda
Johnson. Her work deals with the transformation of Shanghai from an insignificant regional
market into the most important of the treaty ports over nearly a thousand years of history.29 Much
of the book sets the historical scene of the Chinese city of Shanghai, but the end, dealing with the
foreign arrival and impact, is particularly useful as a backdrop to the establishment of the French
Concession.

Bryna Goodman uses the celebration of fifty years of British presence in Shanghai (1893)

to expand on the dynamics of the relationship between the International Settlement community

" John K. Fairbank, Trade and Diplomacy on the China Coast. The Opening of the Treaty Ports (1842-1854). Cambridge, Mass:
Harvard University Press, 1953; and John K. Fairbank, “The creation of the Treaty System” in The Cambridge History of
China, volume 10, Late Ch’ing China 1800-1911, Part 1, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978, p. 213-263.

2 John K. Fairbank, Trade and Diplomacy..., p. 465.

# Linda C. Johnson, Shanghai: From Market Town to Treaty Port, 1074-1858. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1995.
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and the Chinese population.30 By offering a history of this event, with detailed discussion of
Chinese participation, Goodman illuminates the murky question of semi-colonialism in China,
and exposes some of the social and political ambiguities of foreign presence in Shanghai.

Jean Fredet produced a work on Charles de Montigny, the catalyst for early French
involvement in China and first consul at Shanghai, which provides insight into the earliest
concepts of French presence and the great importance of the religious mission.>' J acques Prieux
provided an analysis of the role of the French Concession at Shanghai in opening China to the
West.”” Looking at economic and cultural factors, he analyses the place of the French Concession
in the importation of Western ideas into China.

Manifestations of French Concession community and identity

Distinct elements of French community and identity in the French Concession of Shanghai
are made evident by both looking directly at aspects of the French presence and in comparison
with the other communities of the region, particularly the British. Frances Wood provides a
volume detailing treaty port life in China.*® While not specific to Shanghai, that city does provide
examples, and many aspects of foreign life were common to the various port cities. Wood is
predominantly concerned with the British experience, providing a factual narrative using
colourful descriptions of daily life, but does make comparisons to the French for continuity and

contrast, which are particularly useful for analysing the French community.

3 Bryna Goodman, “Improvisations on a Semicolonial Theme, or, How to Read a Celebration of Transnational Urban
Community” in The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 59, No. 4 (November, 2000), pp. 889-926.

3! Jean Fredet, Quand la Chine s’ouvrait...Charles de Montigny, consul de France. Paris: Ste de I'histoire des colonies francaises,
1953.

 Jacques Prieux, La Concession frangaise de Changhai: ouverture de la Chine aux occidentaux. Académie européenne du livre,
1993.

3 Frances Wood, No dogs and not many Chinese: treaty port life in China 1843-1943. London: John Murray, 1998.
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A further analysis of foreign community and identity, which reflects aspects of the French
experience, is Albert Feuerwerker’s general survey of the foreign establishment in China.* In
this work the author takes on the main aspects of foreign establishment in the early twentieth
century; one by one, ministers and consuls, missionaries, Maritime Customs, Post Office, Salt
Administration, economic interests, adventurers, advisers and journalists. Though he makes little
use of primary sources, Feuerwerker is able to compile various facts about the foreign
establishment into a picture of community and identity. Another view of the foreign community
from which representations of the French may be drawn comes from Meng Yue.* Focused on the
rise of the importance of cities in China, Meng looks specifically at Shanghai during the final
decades of the Qing dynasty. She explores how it became the crux of cross-cultural contact
between foreign imperialists and Chinese, and the dynamic results this situation produced. Meng
downplays the impact of foreign presence in modifying changes in the urban structure of
Shanghai. The examination of such cultural practices as the work of the commercial press, street
theatre, and literary arts, allow insight into the nature of cultural interaction in the French
Concession.

Organisation of the French Concession

The first fifty years of the Concession are detailed in the work of Henri Cordier.*® The focus
is on the development and administration of the Concession and specific relations to the French
community. Charles Maybon and Jean Fredet collaborated on a history of the French Concession
comprehensively detailing specifics of development from establishment to 1900. The attitude of
the authors may best be summed in the concluding remarks of this volume by Fredet, “and we

have to remember that what we must today defend is not only our rights, our institutions, our

3 Albert Feuerwerker, The Foreign Establishment in China in the Early Twentieth Century. Ann Arbor: The University of
California Press, Michigan, 1976.

35 Meng Yue, Shanghai and the Edges of Empire. University of Minnesota Press, 2006.

% Henri Cordier, Les Origines....
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moral and material interests, our very lives; it is also our sacred heritage, made up of heroism
(often obscure), of labour, of sweat and blood, which has been left to us by those who went
before. With such a thought, we have hope for the future.”?’

Guy Brossollet has retold the story of one hundred years of French presence in Shanghai.®®
Skewing toward the story of the French Concession as a place protected from war and revolution,
Brossollet projects Shanghai as one of those rare places where cultures intersected, wealth and
talent were exchanged, and substantive differences and affinities mingled. This presentation of
the French of Shanghai can be used to form part of the story of interaction between the French
Concession and the Third Republic.
¢. The French and the Chinese Community
Cultural interactions with the Chinese

Cultural interaction with the local community was always a curiosity of the coloniser. The
activities of missionaries, who had the greatest degree of contact with local people, is fertile
ground for this analysis. Maurice Thomas Price produced a study looking at the reactions of the
Chinese people to the overtures of the missionaries.”® Price’s book attempts to take a factual,
analytical approach of the data that was available at the time, without prejudice. It points the way
to an understanding of the implications of missions to local communities, and, therefore, to the
interaction between the local population and encroaching French. Picking up on this theme is
editor Daniel Bays.*® Divided into four thematic sections, this collection of essays is not focused
on the missionary experience, but rather on the roles and dynamics of Christianity as it

functioned within Chinese society. The general idea of this book is that Christianity was much

31 C.B. Maybon and Jean Fredet. Histoire de la Concession francaise de Changhai. Paris: Librairie Plon, 1929, p. 404.
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1999.
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more significant in the Chinese culture of the period than is generally thought. Thus Christianity
is interpreted as both a Western religion that imposed itself on China, and one that was becoming
a Chinese religion. This view is particularly valuable in ascertaining the religious component of
French relations with the Chinese community in the Concession environment. More recent

I'and the

historical articles on the development of the modern university by Ruth Hayhoe*
modifications to the broader Jesuit mission over the centuries in China by Jean-Paul Wiest** offer
context to the mission civilisatrice in education in Shanghai.

Some decades ago, Teng Ssu-yii and John Fairbank provided an account of how China’s
leaders reacted to the encroachment of Western arms and goods, individuals and ideas.*’
Spanning nearly one hundred years of significant influence and change, they look at the impact of
specific aspects of Western civilisations upon Chinese traditions. They trace the process by which
Chinese officials came to realise the need for Western arms to defend themselves, Western
technology for making arms, modern science to support technology, its application in modern
industry to strengthen the economy, and new ideas which ultimately led to great movements for
institutional reform, political revolution, and ideological reconstruction.

Mark Elvin and William Skinner’s collection of essays on the circumstances of the Chinese
caught between their traditions and the encroaching Western values includes some useful

contributions on Shanghai.44 Three of the essays, dealing with treaty port modernisation, the

Chinese merchant class in Shanghai and the administration of Shanghai, respectively, are
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particularly pertinent.*’ In each, relationships between Chinese and Westerners are dealt with in
different context, and can be used to contribute to a picture of Sino-French interaction. An
assessment of the vital role of native place associations in the development of modern Chinese
society in Shanghai is provided by Bryna Goodman.*® She focuses on the role of native-place
identity in the development of urban nationalism, as immigrants from other Chinese provinces
dominated the population of Shanghai forming native-place associations, which flourished and
had a profound effect on city life, social order and urban and national identity, and relationships
with the French of the Concession.

In an article on the modernity and openness of society in the international sections of
Shanghai during the late Qing dynasty, Catherine Yeh focuses on the lifestyle of Chinese
intellectuals, who migrated to the city in pursuit of opportunities for freedom and education.*’
The lives of four such intellectuals are used to illustrate the tensions existing between the
modernised and private Chinese identities of these figures engaged in cultural transition. In a
subsequent book, Catherine Yeh focuses on the Shanghai courtesan in the context of the
international territories.*® She explores the Shanghai entertainment world at the close of the Qing
dynasty, and challenges the conceptualisation of Shanghai in terms of colonialism or cultural
imperialism, stating that “such an approach obscures the true dynamism of the city and is self-
249

defeating, because there was much mixing and fusing among different cultural traditions.

Instead, she suggests that the status of the foreign community was a hybrid one. In his memoire
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de maitrise, Michael Fiaux attempts to show that the creation and development of modern
Shanghai (post-Opium War) was the result of the unplanned action of a predominantly European
merchant class.”® In this effort he outlines various types of relationship between European and
Chinese communities, which are useful in placing the French Concession within a broader
concession-era Shanghai context. Ultimately, it provides a survey that attempts to summarise the
conditions that emerged in and due to the foreign concessions of Shanghai over their century.

Much of the first volume on the history of China since the Opium Wars, by Jean Chesneaux,
Marianne Bastid and Marie-Claire Bergere, deals explicitly with the interaction of the Chinese
community with French interests in East Asia.’' This English-language compendium, derived
from previous French-language writings, brings together some of the best work of the three
authors, and allows for a confident assessment of factors of consequence for the French during
China’s tumultuous transition.

Unabashedly looking at the Chinese theatre from a French perspective, Jacques Weber
makes a key contribution on the effect of the Chinese on the French presence.’> While not
specific to Shanghai, Weber frequently cites the situation at Shanghai with an eye to the broader
context of French imperatives throughout the region.

Pertinent aspect of Chinese History, 1900-1912

A general overview of concession-era Shanghai is offered in the popular history authored
by Stella Dong.> Though no new theoretical insight or information is offered, Dong’s depiction
of the arrogance and excess of the foreigners, within the overlapping cosmopolitan worlds of

trade, sin, politics, play, and money, offers an easily accessible backdrop. A more well-rounded

% Michael Fiaux, La présence étrangére & Shanghai (1843-1943). Mémoire, Université de Lausanne, 1999.

3! Jean Chesneaux, Marianne Bastid and Marie-Claire Bergere, China: From the Opium Wars to the 1911 Revolution. Trans.
Anne Destenay, New York: Pantheon Books, 1976.

52 Jacques Weber, La France en Chine (1843-1943). Nantes: Ouest Editions, 1997.

33 Stella Dong, Shanghai: The Rise and Fall of a Decadent City, 1842-1949. New York: Harper Perennial, 2001.



21

view of the macro-history of Shanghai is offered by Marie-Claire Bergére.”® Her book aims to
answer the fundamental question of the role played by Shanghai in the formation of modern
China up to the dawn of the twenty-first century. To this end, she details the period of the foreign
concessions and the development of the hybrid Chinese metropolis of the period. Her focus is
always on the city itself, with a bias toward the Chinese perspective, providing a counter-balance
to the many Western-centred studies.

Of the numerous events to occur throughout China during the study period, none had a
greater impact on China’s international image than the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901). It had a
profound effect on the attitudes of foreign nations toward China and altered perspectives for
foreign and Chinese communities about each other. This dynamic was strongly evident in
Shanghai and forms an important component of the relationship between the French and the
Chinese community. Raymond Bourgerie and Pierre Lesouef provide a history of the event,
skewed slightly toward a French perspective.” Deliberately eschewing a detailed discussion of
the best known part of the conflict, the fifty-five days in Beijing, they try to present the breadth of
conflict and complexity involved, such as how the excesses of territorial concessions, and the
abuses associated with foreign administration, perhaps, made armed conflict inevitable. Another
perspective on this event is offered in the essay collection of Robert Bickers and R.G.
Tiedemann.>® Contributors to this work explore root causes, examine its impact on China, foreign
imperialism and the foreign imagination. The common thread is that this rebellion was a wholly
modern resistance to globalising power, representing new trends in modern China and
7

international relations, rather than a rejection of modern ideas.’

Economic Relations
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As trade was the primary reason for foreign presence in Shanghai, economic relations
between the communities played an important role in defining identity. Wellington Chan offers a
study of the impact of Western merchants on the traditional practice of commerce endorsed by
Chinese mandarins.*® He cites the tension between Chinese merchants and these officials, as the
former sought to emulate the success being achieved by their Western counterparts.

Along a similar theme is the work of Hao Yen-p’ing, which initially offers a systematic and
detailed analysis of the structure of relations within Sino-Western trade, and moves on to look at
the processes by which trade was expanded.>® Most examples and anecdotes use the British as the
example of Western business, but there is enough reference to the conditions of the French to
make aspects of this work useful.

Taking the economic relationship from a different perspective is Sherman Cochran’s
collection of works on the commercial culture of Shanghai.60 The contributors agree that during
the early twentieth century China’s commercial culture was centered in the private sector, in the
concession areas, but they differ over whether foreign influence was decisive in the creation of
the commercial culture. The first two essays, which deal with developments from 1900 to 1920,
are particularly useful, though not definitive. Looking at commerce in this light is pertinent to a
global understanding of economic relationships between the French and Chinese invested in
Shanghai.

Approach and Contribution
In merging the histories of French imperialism and the Concession of Shanghai in the first

dozen years of the twentieth century, there is a rich vein of resources for each. However, nothing
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