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  CANADA 
 

 
FRASER INSTITUTE 

Niels Veldhuis, Milagros Palacios, Charles Lammam et Alex Gainer, Saskatchewan Prosperity: Building on 
Success, 19 février 2009, 98 pages. 
http://www.fraserinstitute.org/commerce.web/product_files/SaskatchewanProsperity2009.pdf 

Comment bâtir le succès en Saskatchewan par la fiscalité et l’économie. 

 Saskatchewan possesses an opportunity to build on its recent economic prosperity to develop a foundation for 
unprecedented prosperity and wealth creation in the province that would extend for years, if not decades. This study was 
written for Saskatchewanians to better understand the reasons why so many of their fellow citizens have left over the 
years and, more importantly, how to create an improved economic environment for lasting prosperity which continues to 
attract people back to the province. The recent downturn in economic conditions in Canada and around the world only 
provides added incentive to ensure Saskatchewan is on the right path for economic success. 
 
 
INSTITUT C.D. HOWE 

Alexandre Laurin, Cleaning Up the Books: A Proposal for Revamping Corporate Group Taxation in Canada, 
C.D. Howe Institute Commentary, no. 284, mars 2009, 20 pages. 
http://www.cdhowe.org/pdf/commentary_284.pdf  

Rajeunir le modèle d’imposition des sociétés appartenant à un groupe corporatif. 

 Providing a comprehensive group taxation regime would bring fairness, simplicity and certainty of tax outcome for 
Canadian corporations. As it is, Canada’s approach to corporate group taxation gives rise to a number of problems, 
including higher administrative and transaction costs, unfairness among different types of corporations, uncertainty, and 
weakened international competitiveness. Also, the web of intragroup transactions and structural changes needed to 
achieve some degree of tax consolidation adds complexity and artificiality to the tax system and the business environment 
since the sole purpose for these business activities is to gain a tax advantage. These concerns point to the need to consider 
a statutory framework allowing for the transfer of profits and losses among domestic members of a corporate group for 
federal and provincial tax purposes. 
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  ÉTATS-UNIS 
 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE 

Congressional Budget Office, Flexibility in the Timing of Emission Reductions Under a Cap-and-Trade 
Program, 26 mars 2009, 17 pages. 
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/100xx/doc10020/03-26-Cap-Trade_Testimony.pdf  

Propositions de mesures visant à réduire les coûts de mise en application du programme de réduction 
des gaz à effet de serre. 

 This conference discusses about ways to reduce the economic cost of a cap-and-trade program for greenhouse-gas 
emissions. That cost would depend importantly on firms’ flexibility in the timing of their emission reductions. Analysts 
have developed a number of options for increasing timing flexibility, and this testimony reviews the advantages and 
disadvantages of leading options.  
 
 
Congressional Budget Office, Using Pricing to Reduce Traffic Congestion, mars 2009, 39 pages. 
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/97xx/doc9750/03-11-CongestionPricing.pdf 

L’utilisation de la tarification afin de diminuer la congestion sur les autoroutes. 

 Congestion costs highway users billions of dollars every year. Although policymakers have adopted a variety of 
strategies for reducing or mitigating congestion, relatively little attention has been paid to policies to promote more 
efficient use of the highway system. One such policy is congestion pricing, under which drivers are charged a higher price 
for use of a highway at times or places with heavy traffic and a lower price in the opposite circumstances. This study—
prepared at the request of the Chairman of the House Committee on the Budget— explains how congestion pricing works, 
reviews the best available evidence on projects that make use of such pricing in order to assess the benefits and challenges 
of the approach, and discusses federal policy options for encouraging congestion pricing. In keeping with the 
Congressional Budget Office’s (CBO’s) mandate to provide objective, impartial analysis, this study makes no 
recommendations.   
 
 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION 

Joint Committee on Taxation, Tax Compliance And Enforcement Issues With Respect To Offshore Accounts 
And Entities, 31 mars 2009, 144 pages. 
http://www.jct.gov/publications.html?func=startdown&id=3520 

Comptes bancaires « off-shore », secret bancaire et échange d’informations : comment augmenter la 
conformité? 

 The Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures of the House Committee on Ways and Means has scheduled a public 
hearing for March 31, 2009 on issues relating to banking secrecy practices and wealthy American taxpayers. This 
document, prepared by the staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation, provides background on withholding and 
information reporting requirements applicable to payments of U.S.-source portfolio investment income to nonresidents, 
the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) Qualified Intermediary program, the effect of bank secrecy laws and practices on U.S 
tax compliance and enforcement efforts involving offshore accounts, and information exchange procedures under U.S. 
income tax treaties and tax information exchange agreements.  
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UNITED STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Michael Brostek, Tax Compliance : Offshore Financial Activity Creates Enforcement Issues for IRS, 17 mars 
2009, 16 pages.  
http://finance.senate.gov/hearings/testimony/2009test/031709mbtest.pdf  

Discussion sur les activités à l’étranger des contribuables américains et la non-conformité. 

 Much offshore financial activity by individual U.S. taxpayers is not illegal, but numerous schemes have been devised to 
hide the true ownership of funds held offshore and income moving between the United States and offshore jurisdictions. 
In recent years, GAO (United States Government Accountability Office) has reported on several aspects of offshore 
financial activity and the tax compliance and tax administration challenges such activity raises for the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS). To assist the Congress in understanding these issues and to support Congress’s consideration of possible 
legislative changes, GAO was asked to summarize its recent work describing individual offshore tax noncompliance, 
factors that enable offshore noncompliance, and the challenges that U.S. taxpayers’ financial activity in offshore 
jurisdictions pose for IRS. This statement was primarily drawn from previously issued GAO products. 
 
 
NATIONAL TAX JOURNAL (NTJ) 

Richard M. Bird, Eric M. Zolt, « Technology and Taxation in Developing Countries: From Hand to Mouse », 61 
National Tax Journal 791-821, décembre 2008, 32 pages. 
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/22A7181B8775BCAA85257569004A7DC5/$FILE/Article%2002-Bird.pdf  

Les systèmes fiscaux des pays en voie de développement face au progrès technologique. 

 Tax systems in developing countries, like those in more developed countries, face both new challenges and new 
possibilities as a result of technological change. In developing countries, taxpayers and tax administrations must cope 
with more difficult environments with fewer resources. Some issues (such as privacy, the benefits and costs of 
public/private partnerships, and corruption) are common to both developing and developed countries, but differ in 
relative importance in particular countries. Other issues (such as how new technology may or should influence the way a 
country’s tax system or particular taxes are designed and administered) may be more important in developing countries. 
This paper examines the general issues facing developing countries from technological changes and provides some 
promising examples of technological innovation and application in tax administration and tax policy.  
 
 
William F. Fox, LeAnn Luna, Matthew N. Murray, « The SSTP and Technology: Implications for the Future of 
the Sales Tax », 61 National Tax Journal 823-41, décembre 2008, 20 pages. 
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/F709C80FFF33046E85257569004ACF37/$FILE/Article%2003-Fox.pdf  

Comment la technologie influence la conformité en matière de taxes de vente. 

 Technological advances have impacted the sales tax more than any other tax imposed in the U.S. Technology creates 
new problems and sales tax evasion and avoidance opportunities, but also may provide business and governments with 
the tools to solve them. We discuss how technological developments operating in tandem with the Streamlined Sales Tax 
Project (SSTP) can enhance administration and compliance. We also evaluate how economic efficiency and tax revenues 
are likely to be affected by technology and the SSTP. Workable solutions to the practical problem of collecting sales tax on 
remote sales are within reach, but political realities make durable solutions less certain.  
 
 
Joseph Bankman, « Using Technology to Simplify Individual Tax Filing », 61 National Tax Journal 773-89 
décembre 2008, 18 pages. 
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/44404E94912E88C985257569004A2FED/$FILE/Article%2001-Bankman.pdf 

 3

http://finance.senate.gov/hearings/testimony/2009test/031709mbtest.pdf
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/22A7181B8775BCAA85257569004A7DC5/$FILE/Article%2002-Bird.pdf
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/F709C80FFF33046E85257569004ACF37/$FILE/Article%2003-Fox.pdf
http://ntj.tax.org/wwtax/ntjrec.nsf/44404E94912E88C985257569004A2FED/$FILE/Article%2001-Bankman.pdf


Diminuer les coûts de conformité pour les individus par des solutions utilisant la technologie : 
déclarations de revenus pré-remplies et autres solutions. 

 Compliance costs of individual tax filing have been estimated at roughly ten percent of the taxes raised. This figure does 
not include hard–to–monetize costs of anxiety, aggravation and the like. This article analyzes two related technology–
based programs that promise to reduce these costs. Both programs rely on the fact that the government already receives 
the bulk of data required to populate a tax return. The first program would allow the taxpayer or her preparer to retrieve 
such data from the government. Under the second program, the government would give taxpayers with simple returns the 
option of receiving not only tax data, but a pro–forma or tentative tax return based on the data. In a California pilot 
program, 50,000 of these pro–forma "ReadyReturns" were sent to taxpayers in 2004 and 2005. Participants gave high 
ratings to the ReadyReturn pilot; however, a number of criticisms were levied against the program. The major difficulty 
with either the data retrieval or pro–forma return program is ensuring the timely availability of data.  
 
 
TAX POLICY CENTER 

Alan J. Auerbach, William G. Gale, The Economic Crisis and the Fiscal Crisis: 2009 and Beyond, 19 février 
2009, 29 pages. 
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/UploadedPDF/411843_economic_crisis.pdf 

La dette américaine : que réserve le futur aux Américains? 

 This paper discusses the impact of recent tumultuous economic events and policy interventions on the Federal fiscal 
picture for the immediate future and for the longer run. In 2009, the federal deficit will be larger as a share of the 
economy than at any time since World War II. The current deficit is due in part to economic weakness and the stimulus, 
and in part to policy choices made in the past. What is more troubling is that, under what we view as optimistic 
assumptions, the deficit is projected to average at least $1 trillion per year for the 10 years after 2009, even if the economy 
returns to full employment and the stimulus package is allowed to expire in two years. The longer-run picture is even 
bleaker. We estimate a fiscal gap – the immediate and permanent increase in taxes or reduction in spending that would 
keep the long-term debt/GDP ratio at its current level –about 7-9 percent of GDP, or between $1 trillion and $1.3 trillion 
per year in current dollars. Recent trends in credit default swap markets show a clearly discernable uptick in the perceived 
likelihood of default on 5-year U.S. senior Treasury debt, a notion that was virtually unthinkable in the past. While it is 
difficult to know exactly how to interpret these results, it is clear that – although fiscal policy problems are usually 
described as medium- and long-term issues – the future may be upon us much sooner than previously expected.  
 
 
Rosanne Altshuler, Leonard E. Burman, Howard Gleckman, Dan Halperin et Roberton Williams, Tax 
Proposals in the 2010 Budget, 16 mars 2009, 28 pages. 
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/UploadedPDF/411849_2010_budget.pdf 

Un guide permettant de bien cerner les propositions fiscales du président Obama. 

 President Obama's 2010 Budget contains a number of tax provisions that would cut taxes for low- and middle-income 
households and raise taxes on wealthier taxpayers. This resource guide describes the tax proposals, offers more detailed 
commentary on key provisions, and links to tables showing the distributional effects of the overall proposal and various 
elements of the plan. 
 
 
Leonard E. Burman, Taxing Capital Gains in Australia: Assessment and Recommendations, 25 mars 2009, 
15 pages. 
http://www.taxpolicycenter.org/UploadedPDF/411857_capgains_australia.pdf  

Analyse de l’imposition des gains en capital en Australie : quelles leçons à retenir? 
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 One of the most vexing and contentious issues in taxation is the proper treatment of capital gains-the increase in value 
of an asset such as shares of company stock or a business. In principle, under an income tax, capital gains should be 
included in the tax base as they accrue. In practice, if they are taxed at all, capital gains are almost always taxed only when 
an asset is sold (or "realized") and generally at lower rates than other income. Australia follows the international norm. 
One-half of capital gains realized by individuals on assets held for at least one year is excluded from income, making the 
effective tax rate on long-term capital gains half the rate on other forms of income. Since the top tax rate on ordinary 
income is 46.5 percent, this makes the top capital gains tax rate 23.25 percent. (A third of gains on assets in 
superannuation funds is also excluded from income, producing a top rate of 10 percent—two-thirds of the 15 percent flat 
tax rate on superannuation earnings.) Nonetheless, Australia’s rate is very high compared with New Zealand, which does 
not tax most capital gains, and higher than in most other industrialized countries. This paper considers the current 
taxation of capital gains and losses in Australia, discusses conceptual issues surrounding the taxation of gains, and makes 
recommendations about how the tax system might be improved.  
 
 
URBAN INSTITUTE 

Daniel N. Sharivo, Decoding the U.S. Corporate Tax, 220 pages (livre).  
Pour commander: http://www.urban.org/books/uscorporatetax/ 

Propositions pour une réforme de l’impôt des corporations aux États-Unis. 

 “The corporate tax could soon be headed in new directions,” Dan Shaviro writes in Decoding the U.S. Corporate Tax, 
wherein he assesses the threats to America’s corporate tax code and challenges conventional wisdom on the best avenues 
for reform. Shaviro dissects the vagaries of the law, lays out the fundamental policy issues, and considers the road ahead. 
As rising globalization, capital mobility, financial innovation, and political polarization combine to destabilize tax policy 
and government revenue, Shaviro maps the path to fair, revenue-generating reform.  
 
 
CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES 

Jason Levitis et James Horney, Limiting Itemized Deductions for Upper-Income Taxpayers Would Have 
Little Effect on Small Business, Charities, Housing : Criticisms of Proposal Are Overblown, 12 mars 2009, 
6 pages. 
http://www.cbpp.org/files/3-12-09tax.pdf  

Le vrai et le faux des impacts du plafonnement des « déductions à la carte » sur l’économie. 

 Despite persistent claims to the contrary, the President’s proposal to cap the value of itemized deductions at 28 percent 
would have only small effects on small business, charitable giving, and homeownership. That’s because the proposal, 
which would save $318 billion over the next ten years to help finance health care reform, would affect only those tax 
households with incomes over $250,000 that face tax rates of either 35 or 33 percent and that itemize their deductions. 
Such taxpayers represent fewer than 1.2 percent of all taxpayers.  
 
 
Chad Stone et Hannah Shaw, Extending “Climate Rebates” to Include Middle-Income Consumers, 19 février 
2009, 12 pages. 
 http://www.cbpp.org/files/2-19-09climate2.pdf  

Un crédit remboursable réduirait l’impact de l’augmentation des coûts de l’énergie pour les familles à 
faibles et moyens revenus. 

 Effective policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions will raise prices for energy related products and thereby squeeze 
family budgets. The squeeze will be greatest for low income households, but middle-income households will also be 
affected. Refundable tax credits are the most efficient way to restore middle-income households’ lost purchasing power. A 
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new climate tax credit, coupled with a rebate provided to very low-income households through state electronic benefit 
transfer (EBT) systems, could effectively keep low- and middle-income households from being made worse off. 
 
 
 

  ROYAUME-UNI 
 

 

THE INSTITUTE FOR FISCAL STUDIES 

Tracey Bowler, Countering Tax Avoidance in the UK: Which Way Forward?, TLRC Discussion Paper No. 7, 
février 2009, 175 pages. 
http://www.ifs.org.uk/comms/dp7.pdf 

Analyse des outils de lutte contre l’évitement fiscal utilisés au Royaume-Uni. 

 This is a discussion paper written for the Tax Law Review Committee of the Institute for Fiscal Studies considering the 
ways in which tax avoidance has been tackled and could be tackled in the UK. The paper reviews the use of the anti-
avoidance techniques employed over the past 11 years. It considers the extent to which the goal of preventing UK tax 
avoidance has been achieved in relation to the main direct taxes (income tax, corporation tax and capital gains tax) and 
stamp duty on land transactions. 
 
 
 

 INTERNATIONAL 
 

OCDE 

Randall S. Jones, Reforming the Tax System in Korea to Promote Economic Growth and Cope With Rapid 
Population Ageing, Economic Department Working Paper n° 671, 20 février 2009, 44 pages. 
http://www.olis.oecd.org/olis/2009doc.nsf/LinkTo/NT00000C96/$FILE/JT03259986.PDF  

Réforme fiscale nécessaire en Corée pour stimuler l’économie et faire face au vieillissement de la 
population. 

 La Corée est l’un des pays où la charge fiscale est la plus faible dans la zone de l’OCDE, en raison de la petite taille du 
secteur public. Cependant, le rapide vieillissement démographique va exercer une pression grandissante sur les finances 
publiques. La difficulté consiste à répondre au besoin à long terme de dépenses publiques et de recettes fiscales accrues 
tout en soutenant une vigoureuse expansion économique. Pour qu’une réforme fiscale aide à la croissance, elle doit 
privilégier les impôts sur la consommation comme source de recettes supplémentaires. Il est aussi possible d’augmenter le 
produit de l’impôt sur le revenu des personnes physiques, actuellement peu élevé, en élargissant l’assiette grâce à une 
diminution des exonérations. Les réductions prévues du taux d’imposition des sociétés devraient être financées, en partie 
du moins, par des compressions de dépenses fiscales. L’élargissement des bases d’imposition directe aiderait aussi à 
financer une extension du crédit d’impôt sur les revenus d’activité afin de remédier aux inégalités croissantes de revenu. 
Par ailleurs, le système d’impôts locaux devrait être simplifié et réformé afin de renforcer l’autonomie des collectivités 
territoriales.  
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INTERNATIONAL TAX DIALOGUE 

Groupe consultatif sur le régime canadien de fiscalité internationale, Promouvoir l’avantage fiscal 
international du Canada – Rapport final, décembre 2008, 152 pages. 
http://www.apcsit-gcrcfi.ca/07/cp-dc/pdf/finalReport_fra.pdf  

Propositions pour améliorer la compétitivité, l’efficience économique et l’équité du régime de fiscalité 
internationale du Canada. 

 Dans le cadre de sa politique fiscale intérieure, le gouvernement a pris des mesures pour améliorer la position 
concurrentielle des entreprises canadiennes. Le taux d’imposition des sociétés au Canada constitue un facteur clé 
affectant la capacité des entreprises canadiennes de croître à l’étranger. Dans le cadre de sa politique fiscale 
internationale, le Canada doit s’assurer que son régime fiscal s’adapte aux tendances mondiales afin d’encourager les 
investissements à l’étranger et d’attirer les investisseurs internationaux. Voilà pourquoi le ministre des Finances a établi, 
en novembre 2007, le Groupe consultatif sur le régime canadien de fiscalité internationale. Le Groupe consultatif avait 
pour mandat de formuler des recommandations quant à la façon d’améliorer la compétitivité, l’efficience économique et 
l’équité du régime de fiscalité internationale du Canada, de minimiser les coûts d’observation de la loi et de faciliter 
l’administration et l’exécution de la loi par l’Agence du revenu du Canada (ARC). Le Groupe consultatif a principalement 
étudié l’incidence du régime canadien de fiscalité internationale sur les entreprises qui investissent sur les marchés 
internationaux, ainsi que l’effet de ces règles sur les entreprises étrangères qui investissent au Canada.  
 
 
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH NETWORK 

Ruth Mason, Tax Expenditures and Global Labor Mobility, mars 2009, 79 pages. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1356331  

L’impact des dépenses fiscales sur la mobilité des travailleurs. 

 Governments often deliver social welfare benefits through "tax expenditures," provisions of the tax code - such as home 
mortgage deductions and child care credits-designed to serve social policy rather than income measurement objectives. 
While an enormous body of scholarship has analyzed personal tax expenditures in the domestic context and business tax 
expenditures in the international context, no scholar has considered the criteria for conferring tax expenditures on cross-
border workers, individuals who work outside the state where they reside. International tax norms currently assign the 
primary right to tax labor income to the state where the taxpayer works, but they assign the obligation to confer personal 
tax benefits exclusively to the state where the taxpayer resides. This Article argues that the disjunction between the 
entitlement to tax and the obligation to provide tax benefits has important distributive implications for taxpayers, 
previously unnoticed effects on global labor mobility, and counterintuitive impacts on the global distribution of tax 
revenues among states. In constructing these arguments, this Article introduces the concepts of "labor export neutrality" 
and "labor import neutrality" as tools for analyzing government policies that affect global labor mobility. A policy is labor 
export neutral if it does not distort taxpayers' decisions about whether to work at home or abroad. A policy is labor import 
neutral if it does not distort competition among workers within a particular country.  
 
 
Chris William Sanchirico, A Critical Look at the Economic Argument for Taxing Only Labor Income, mars 
2009, 93 pages. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1353322  

Pourquoi l’investissement et l’épargne doivent faire partie de l’assiette fiscale, et non seulement les 
revenus de travail. 

 According to accepted wisdom, "the tax substitution argument" fairly establishes that it is best to tax only labor income, 
and not also income from savings and investment. In this Article, I show that the tax substitution argument - which is 
actually a disjointed collection of arguments - is variously incomplete, incorrect, and conclusory.  
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Wei Cui, Indirect Taxation of Cross-Border Services in China: (Partial) Switch to Destination-Based 
Taxation, mars 2009, 14 pages. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1370864  

La Chine impose une nouvelle taxe à la consommation pour services rendus à des clients chinois. 

 China's recent VAT reform also triggered changes to the business tax (BT), which is a VAT-substitute applied to services 
and certain other sectors. The most important among these changes is that foreign providers of service to Chinese 
customers are now subject to the BT even if the service is performed abroad. If the BT is thought of as a consumption-type 
tax, it's natural to interpret this change as a switch from origin- to destination-based taxation. This report summarizes the 
mixed practice of the destination and origin principles under the current Chinese VAT/BT regimes, evaluates the 
economic effect of the partial switch to the destination principle in taxing cross-border services, and describes likely 
future developments in the direction of destination-based taxation.  
 
 
 

  
Équipe de rédaction du Bulletin de veille 
 
Marie-Pierre Allard, Gilles N. Larin, Émilie Laroche, Eric Bertrand Amvella Mendimi, Guillaume Corriveau, 
Marie-Ève Maltais, Maude Laberee-Fournier, Yasmine Fatima Abdou. 
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